So semantics is the study of meaning. It focuses on the relation between signifiers, such
as words, phrases, signs and symbols, and what they stand for, their denotata.

Our today’s talk is an attempt to demonstrate how to build the semantics of English sentence
constitutes via formal semantics in the form of signs and symbols

A complete English sentence may be expressed in the following formula
S* Vp o L T

which can be interpreted as follows: somebody or something as subject (S*) through the verb
(Vp) acts upon the object (O) in space (L) and time (T)

Today we will focuson 8* = Vp and 8- Vp -0 -models

$* can include personal pronouns which will have the following symbolic- iconic representation
s @ - J

S 1? = (human, masculine, singular)
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n

(human, feminine, singular)

s@® = (non-human, singular )

s ¥ -

s ®® =

S W = (human/non-human plural)

It He We VYou She  They
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(human, masculine, singular)

o # = (human, feminine, singular)
o® = (non-human, singular)

o " -

0O®® =

o W = (human/non-human plural)

it  you him them us me

her



Most frequent S and O constituents are nouns symbolized as follows:

B
N * females singular (human)

[ ]
N W males singular (human)

N (@ humans singular (sex cannot be identified)

N ® non-humans singular

=»a»

N§

females plural (human)




N® ¢
males plural (human)
N S
(5) humans plurals (sex cannot be identified)
N S
® non-humans singular
N * .
uncountable (singular only)
N # irregular in formation plural

P’

proper nouns

= Amn Ed  Mr. Smith




N geographical names

= Lfondon Canada

Nouns in their turn are defined by the determinatives (denotata) among which are:

the articles, having the meaning of indefiniteness (generalized function)

| - a / an

going with singular countables only since they originate from the numeral O11€

I Nt 1 N¢ 1 Ng | Ne

¢ = zero article (generalized function) going with plurals and uncountables  some
proper nouns and geographical names

Nt OoN® Tt gN®s @ N



@ N# @ N @ N 2 N
the article, having the meaning of definiteness (concrete or limited function)

df = the

combining with all types of nouns

d N¥¢ dN¢ d N¢ d Ne

the

dN® § dN® ¢ d N°s d

< ® the 9 <

S

the



Nouns can are also specified with demonstratives

dr

’
dr

dd‘-

This These

That

Those



The first two combining with singular countable and uncountables

. Nt = NIF

this
T N & M . N ® '

and the last two go with countables plural

« N9 #} o N9 ¢
g 4

these

dd"" N ~ Q dd"" N#

’



Nouns often combine with determinatives with possessive meaning

pD my

their
her

my



your
nis
its

our

The possessives go with all types of nouns

P© N? pﬂ

p9 NQ p®

o & NT ¢ i

» ¢ N#

10

N ¢

p@@

N§
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For S* and O  often stand possessives in absolute form

P® mine
P}
P

Pe
p e

P@@

P
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ours his  theirs hers  yours its

BULDING the SEMANTICSOF  S* Vp
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Model 1 ( He dances, doesn’t he?)
SUBJECT GTOUP VERB PREDICATE Verb form Tail Positive
s Inl dance present Positive
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change perfect
s ®D
drizzle present
s 9®
come future
s I
understand present
s® D
be silly present
sE (action)
break
sV past
they
Model 2 ( He doesn't dance, doesn’t he?)
SUBJECT GTOUP VERB PREDICATE Verb form Tail Negative
s Inl sleep present Negative
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s !Il sing future
s @ fit present
s® doubt past
s®D suffer perfect
sE agree present
sV- help future
Model 3 ( Does he dance?)
SUBJECT GTOUP VERB PREDICATE Verb form Yes/No
s 'ﬂ' complain present
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fail perfect
s ®D

whistle present
s 9®

fly future (arranged)
s

goon advice

s® D

apologize perfect
s@

stop past
s¥-

Model 4 ( Where did he work?)

SUBJECT GTOUP

VERB PREDICATE

Verb form

Wh
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s D

s®D

do

stay

end

arrive

drive

be

cry

present

future (arranged)

present

past

present

perfect

present

Wh (What Where
When Why How)

SUBJECT GTOUP

VERB

Verb form | Tail Positive
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p lil character develop present positive
Ne
N second count past positive
S
Q
d car crash perfect positive
Ne
. present positive
pe®® N 'I' boss retire
S accident happen future positive
N = o
p My N S view diverge present positive
®
SUBJECT GTOUP VERB Verb form Tail Negative




p"\’g“’

pD

tner
N IS’ par
&
N * money

engine
No
baby

N s

aircraft
Ne

N S colleague

N S opinion

19

risk

matter

start

land

leave

accord

SUBJECT GTOUP

VERB

past negative
present negative
future negative
present negative
perfect negative
present negative
present negative
Verb form Yes/No
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T
==

Ne

effort

parent

guest

child

dad

rain

customer

succeed

die

wait

change

work

stop

call

future Yes/No
past Yes/No
present Yes/No
perfect Yes/No
present Yes/No
past Yes/No
perfect Yes/No
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SUBJECT GTOUP VERB

pe N T mother feel

N John see
p Vi N S opponent smile

&

dd N # people expect
p L N INI son go
d public run

N ® transport
p My daughter live

N #

Verb form | Wh
present how
perfect who
present why
perfect what
future where
future when
present where
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BULDING the SEMANTICSOF S*  Vp Ad/ A
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Model: She walks gracefully, doesn’t she?

S V, Ad|A

S I‘ perfect change dramatically
s present live separately

Se perfect smell good
S@® present swim well
sf p.progress  ride gracefully

S& present play awfully
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Model: She doesn’t work hard, does she?

S V; o
S &® present look bad
_______________
S 'I' perfect speak seriously
s Y present seem serious
Se present taste delicious
S & present cook deliciously
S 'i' future behave inadequately
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Model: Does she do well?

S V; (o)

Yes| s past remain calm
No
s perfect act calmly

Se present keep fine
Se present snow heavily
S 'I' present feel good
S® advice be quick

S+ past become angry
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Model: Why does she look sad?

S V, answer
How S W present work hard
‘How Se¢ past pass | peacefully
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' late
When S & past return
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' smoothly
How S ’I‘ present function
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' precisely
How s future measure
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' badly
How § & present get on
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' fast
How S % p.progress  travel




: The situation has changed dramatically, hasn’t it?

Ad|A

father

authority

p.progress

dramatically

separately

well
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present play awfully
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Model: She doesn’t work hard, does she?

S V, Ad| A
fiancé
. past look bad
p= N i )
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" actor
. present perform badly
T N ]
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" examiner
perfect speak seriously
aNo
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" employee
. S present seem serious
pt N
&
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" porridge
* present taste delicious
a N
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' daughter-
in -law
. present cook deliciously
p= Nt o
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" applicant future  behave =~ inadequately
aNs
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Model: Does your son do well?

S V, Ad |A
criminal
S past remain calm
adN* o
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" victim
perfect act calmly
d Ns
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" weather
* present kee fine
af N eep
Se present SNOW heavily
- patient
present feel good
p= N
S® D advice be quick
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""" landlord
. past become angry
p= N i U
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Model: Why does she look sad?

S V, answer
How N S programmer present work
pE
hard
&
How dN """""""""""""" day | past | pass |
®
quietly
- fiancée |
When # N w past return late
P
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" gear
How N present function smoothly
d ®
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" device |
How N future measure accurately
d ®
""""""""""""""""""""""""""" relative |
How N S present get on well
p(?’
&
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" bus
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How p.progress  travel slowly
df Ne

BULDING the SEMANTICSOF  S*  Vp O (0)
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Model: My fiancé loves me, doesn’t he?

S V; o

. . husband ~ Past abandon o |

pt Ni L

manager  perfect warn o :

a Nz S 1

N John future like oo

p® D N S enemy perfect fox 0 ®D

&

p ® N IS neighbor  intention blame o ®
&

P ? N S cousin present tease o =
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Model: My fiancé doesn’t love me, does he?

S V, o
p 'n‘ N 1S threat past frighten o
®
N Tim intention  divorce o ’I‘
p vV N S intention  future separate 0O ®D
®
p® D N s  follower  perfect repudiate o<
&
d N P host present meet o @
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° . t
p } N niece presen get o ¢

pY No statement future mislead of
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Model: Does your fiancé doesn’t love you?

Vo

scientist

perfect

formulate

robber

past

know

==

future

audience

future

amuse
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Model: Why does your fiancé love you?

Where o police present guide o}

What present embarrass o=
When lnl N acquaintance intention  vyisit 0O ®D
&
Why N S supplier past ignore of
&
What o lawyer future advise o
N s

How & employer past realize
p ploy reqlize o
N 2
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future

. . .
o} p < N * wife recognize o @
BULDING the SEMANTICSOF  S*  Vp O (N)
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Model: It will change the situation, won’t it?

S !I! perfect change dN
______________
S@®PD future develop N
Se present bring NS
N present experience Ns
S 'ﬂ' past earn N *

& future .
S have N
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[

situation  train  appearance hair-style

requirement expectation response

flue fever malaria

inconvenience trouble hardship

hardship difficulty

money respect detest

bath shower row



Model: It won’t change the situation, will it?

44

present

past

see

cause
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problem  mistake error point

dress blouse skirt sweater

fault guilt participation

assignment project task

disappointment  unemployment fire

piano cello violin guitar

company store firm

riot



46

Model: Does she see the probleml|?

S V; (o)

S QI} past play
______________ R,
Se present give N*
S& perfect finish pN
S Iil present take N
N future accept pNS

S& past receive Ns
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3

football basketball tennis rugby

meeting conference seminar  workshop

freedom pleasure satisfaction  confidence

speech talk report account

train coach taxi plane

offer proposal plan  suggestion

letter  telegram guest message
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How are they evaluating the situation?

S V; (o)

How s present evaluate

dN
How §e& past  pass iNs
When N past book 4N
Where g § present ride N
Why S & past neglect o Ns
What N future demonstrate o Ns
Who Prperfect  use 0 N

.progress




situation

exam

hotel

horse

duty

buyer

plate

risk

test

restaurant

pony

kid

supplier

fork
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result profit

course- paper

holiday
bike motor-bike
parent
client patient
towel toothbrush

opportunity
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